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Doar children, 
Kou porter cansidered Kost fortunate yosvare torbe lornand 
Bsing inves frewrcountiy? 


IF vas-only twelve years old whe 
then Jcould-experience the hill of fitedom. Prior to Wat there was-a 


India became independent and even 





donsoaf'shama 
My father vias directly involved in the freedom morement and was 
imprisoned thrice. Jremember visiting him in jail with a mixed feeling 


of pride joy andsomont 
My father vtasjust 
lakhs and. lakhs of peo 


sacrificed theiws tud 






the 





income, wealth ove 





rmily ties 
forthe sake of freedom of thevr 
country, Sey tere humiliated, 
tortured anc lathi charged and their 
Blaad-runs-deap:in the soit of tis. 
country: But they didnot retaliate, 


Of all created thi vellost 
And most divine are children. 
William Canton 
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ince they follarted Sandhiji's non-violentpalh, 

There were many whe thought that Gandhiji's conceplof nan violent 
alruggle for independance will not baar fit, These people indulged: ine 
arson; treasowand disturbed normal life of the people in many ways. 
Butubtimately ittas only Sandhiyi's peaceful Salyagraha’ hick 
really createda change of heart in the British, who were ruling us. 
Khas, We got freedam fram the British while retaining their friendship! 
Se veas-amiracte indeed! 


Geadhjisnid at the means toackiotea goats asimportantas 
the goakiteelf’ But people tend lo forget this reryoften, and that isthe 
reason forse manyclashesamongstus. Itis-abo-the root cause forall 
the corruption, nepotism and pasterhunger thal we witness in aur 
county. 
Voy a future leaders of Kis country, shanlirnerer forget the 
gotten rulelaid dann by Gandhi Ger all this:cauntyy is yoursimd 
pouhave a great respansibility to-protect ita glorious tradition 
gow bray inmind the sacrifices and kaadshedrof our 
ancestors, you willrurely sued in- 
u building up-Sndiaas:ane-of the 
7 qrantesLcountriaa of he ors 


S Lave, 
les - 
as Na 
wa Gilito 
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52 According to TA. 
Seethalakshimi of 
Chennai (July issue) the 
Indian government is do- 
ing litle or nothing to protect, 
preserve and care for the wet 

fare of the ‘man on the street 

She feels that beauracracy is wast 
ing its time in talks with neighbouring 
counties. 

| agree that in india, a lot of devel 
‘opment work remains. But Im also glad 
that talks for peace with neighbouring 
countries have begun. With notension 
of war, the money for defence pur- 
poses will be utilised for welfare 
Projects, which will obviously benefit 
the common man. 

Thus, insteadof being critical about 
every move the government makes, 
let us try to evaluate and understand 
their implications. India is forging 
ahead, So let us support the leaders, 
eradicate corruption, which Ifeelis the 
cause of most problems. This can be 
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done only gradually, so 
let us_do everything 
we can. 
Bhama Talwar, 
‘aged 14, 
‘Mumbai - 400 022. 
Ajit Pai forgot to 
mention the poor 
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The umpire very often called 
Dodda Ganesh's balls as no balls. 
But the same umpire, | suppose be- 
came bind when he did not call lan 
Bishop's ball as ano ball, (Tendulken's 
wicket), which served as a major tun 
ing pointin that match. 

‘CK.Chandraselmr. 
aged 4. 
Coimbatore - 641 002. 

The ‘Birthday special’ issue wes 
excelent. led the story Secrets Never 
Last’ by K. Durgesh Bhat. But | 
was shocked when I found the sto*in 
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my friends textbook. In fact, itis a fa- 
mous story writen by Maneka Gandhi 
‘and except for variations in the lan- 
guage and the title, the story was the 
same, Let this bea warning toal those 
who cheat. 
Divya Hirani, aged 11, 
New Delhi -70. 
Dear Divya, 
Such stories are called parables which 
are found in every language adapted 
to local situations. These stories are 
1not considered ‘copied’ 
| picked up a week -old kitten from 
near the colony dust-bin. | wanteditas 
pet. But my grandma told me that it 
might have rabies. | was very disap- 
ted. But managedito giveitsome 
| wanted to show itto a doctor. 
I could not do so, 
Help me. 
‘SSwetha.aged 12, 4 
Hyderabad. 
(Dear Swetha, 
You could take the kit 
ten to Blue Cross or to 
the SPCA in your 
city, 
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The dog 
would 


hitra was in 
the eighth 
standard, and a very 


good student. She liked to laugh 
and joke and play pranks. And she also 
liked dogs. 

Unfortunately she never got afound 
to having a dog in her house. All her 
friends’ dogs adored Chitra, however, 
and got highly excited when she visited 
them. When she romped with those 
dogs the noise level rose very high 
indeed. 

‘One day Chitra decided to call on 
her friend Anusha. She looked forward 
to playing with Anu’s dog, Brownie. It 
was several months since she had visited 
Anu, and she wondered how Brownie 
was. 






f° — Therewasa great surprise in store 


for her when she reached Anu's house. 
Brownie was in the front poych 
surrounded by four cute looking 
puppies, all of them the same colour as 
Brownie — that is, brown. 

The big dog wagged its tail briskly 
and said ‘woof’ when it saw Chitra. The 
pups looked up at her with big, 
‘wondering eyes. She played with all of 
them. 

“It is so strange!” Anu said 
“Brownie has not allowed anyone to 
‘come near her pups. But she seems to 
like the idea of your playing with them." 

Later Anu suggested that Chitra 
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should take one of the pups. And soin 
a few days Chitra became the proud 
‘owner of a plump little puppy. 
twas a strange pup, for it made no 
noise. Itnever meowed nor cried. Nor 
did it bark or how! or yelp! It never 
moaned, or groaned, or snorted or 
grunted. It did not wail or bellow. It 
Was soundless 
So, in fun, Chitra's brother Seenu 
ested that it should be called Barker. 
hitra who had just been reading David 
Copperfield, decided to modify the 
‘hme to Barkis, ater a character in that 
twvel. 
“But this Barkis is not willing” said 
Beenu. “I mean not willing to bark” 


1¢ pup grew up into a young dog 
It was quite small in size, and very 
‘fynny in appearance. It looked up at 
itra with adoring eyes and wagged 
its tail vigorously, and it ran and played 
and retrieved balls and sticks thrown 
y Chitra or Seenu. But allthis it 
did in utter silence. Not a note 
‘of sound escaped its throat. 
Barkis was two years 
ld, when after an hour of 
frenuous play Chitra and 
te dog rested in the 
Verandah, Chitra caressed 
his neck, and Barkis looked 
\yp into her face with love and 
‘gmiration wnt large on his. 
“Why don't you make some 
Hbise like other dogs, Barkis?” Chitra 
crooned to the dog. “Why don’t you 
Bark?’ 
“There is nothing to bark about" 
‘Stid Barkis. 
Chitra fell back in shock. “What?!” 
stle shrieked, 
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“You heard me" said Barkis 
“What's there to bark about?” 

Chitra’s eyes grew large with 
surprise. Barkis had actualy talked, and 
that too in a deep, fruity voice like a 
‘TV announcer's. 

“Seni!” Chitra yelled, and then 
sobbed and gasped and snuffed in great 
mental stress. 

‘Seen came rushing in, and saw his 
sister on the floor. "What happened?” 
he asked anxiously. "What 
happened?” 

“'Lhope I didn't upset her too much” 
said Barkis. Seenu stood staring at the 
dog, and his mouth slowly fell open. 









Joon the news spread far and wide. 
People came in groups to hear 
Barkis talk. And Barkis never dis 
appointed them. He exchanged 
pleasantries with all and sundry in a 
cultured voice 
‘The family was getting used to the 
large crowds of visitors, and also to the 
sudden voicing of an opinion from 
ground level during family discussions. 
One morning Chitra was taking 
Barkis for a walk, when a stray dog 
started growling and following them 
menacinaly. Barks ignored the dog for 
awhile. But then he suddenly turned 





and said : "What are you growling for, 
you ass? Go your way in peace. 

The stray dog stopped in surpris 
And then picking up courage it came 
again. “Quit following us, you addle 
pated goose” said Barkis in a stentorian 
voice. "Get lost or I'll chub you one on 
the snout 

The stray dog backed off in a great 
hurry and retired from the field. 

The other dogs in that area avoided 
Barkis. They never tried to make 
friends or play with him. Barkis was a 
lonely dog in spite of having hundreds 
of visitors every day. 
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a hedonist at heart.” 
And so it went on. The next day Barkis 
was hailed as a ‘Super Dog’ by four 


Z newspapers. The national TV wanted to 


present Barkis in a talk show. All this publicity 
brought about two distinct reactions. 


ne group of newspapers claimed that the 
talking dog was a clever hoax. ‘People 


2 Taken for a Ride’ screamed the headlines. And 





‘One day several press persons 
arrived to interview Barkis. On 
being asked to comment on life 
in general, Barkis said : “For 
most men it is a dog’s life.” 
"You must have seen films on 
the TV here" the interviewer said. 
“Who is your favourite film star?” 
rarely see films” said Barks, 
yawning and stretching. “Most 
of these films are made for the 
mental level of cats and goats. 1 
find them boring. 
‘What are your future plans?” 
“Eat, play and be merry. lam 
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‘one paper had interviewed a young man who 
claimed that he had given the playback voice 
for the dog. 

Another group of people resorted to a road 
blockade demanding that the government 
should give a substantial aid to the dog and its 
‘owners. Shops were stoned and four buses 
were damaged. The government appointed 
a high-level committee to go into the matter, 
and the committee fixed a day ten months 
later for its first meeting. 


arkis was the hottest topic of conversation 
all over the country, 

‘One day an invitation came from the U.S, 
for Barkis and Chitra’s family to visit America 
‘and appear on the national television network 
there. 

‘The government immediately swung into 
action, arranging for a special plane and all 
kinds of huxury during the trip for Barkis and 
his owners. “At last, we have something the 
Americans don't” commented a minister. 

The opposition parties termed this as 
‘wasteful expenditure’. “The government is 
‘going through dog days" the opposition leader 
barked. But anyway preparations went on to 
give Barkis a rousing send-off 

On the day they were to leave for the US, 
large crowds gathered at the airport 
Newspapers brought out special editions 
eulogising the “canine ambassador of the 
Soy 

‘Seeing the crowds and startled by the noise 
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the jet planes were making, Barkis 
started shivering in fright. He refused 
to board the plane, but was finally 
coaxed in, Inside the plane, the 
vibrations upset him, He didn’t open 
his mouth until they touched down in 
New York. 

Press and television crews were there 
to receive them. The popping flash 
bulbs and the bright lights of the TV 
‘team scared Barkis even more, He was 
totally silent 


Jwo days later Barkis appeared 
before a live audience on TV in a 
programme hosted by Ben Bunkur, 
the popular television personality. 
“Well, Barkis” said the host in a bluff 
and hearty manner. "How does it feel 
to be on TV in the greatest show on 
earth — that is, my show?" 


“Woof!” said Barkis. 

“Idon't get you" said Bunkum, with 
his mouth fixed in a false grin 

“Bow wow!" Barkis was barking for 
the first time in his life, And then as if 
to make up for lost time he went “bow 
wow, bow wow" and ended it up with 
along and piercing howl, And that was 
that. 

Barkis and Chitra and the others 
who had accompanied them came back 
Quietly without any publicity. No press 
persons were at the airport, no 
government representatives to receive 
them, 

Barkis now barks and plays with 
other dogs. He doesn't speak a word, 
and he Is gloriously happy. 

So are Chitra and Seenu. 


JANAKAN 
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hen Helen Keller 

wanted to goto school, 

her parents could not 

send her. Helen got a tu- 

tor at home who introduced the 
young girl to the sounds around 
Helen's own garden. Helen's tutor 
taught her to feel the breeze on her 





OF THE S 


face. To touch the flowers and feel 
the leaves on a plant. Thus Helen 
Keller lead a full life feeling her way 
through. Today the sightless need 
not necessarily be iterate. Helen 
set an example as to how one 
could feel the world even if one 
could not see it 

In 1517 came a system of en- 
graving letters on blocks of wood 
80 blind people could make then 
‘out with their fingers. A person's fin- 
gertips are very sensitive, and a 
blind person can “read” with his fin- 
gers. A great many other systems 
were worked out over the years us- 
ing raised lines for the letters. But 
they all presented one big problem 
While blind people could learn to 
read in this way, they couldn't eas- 
ily write this way because they 
couldn't see how to form the let- 
ters. 
In 1829 a man called Louis 
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Braille, who was blind himself and 
taught the blind, developed a sys 
tem that could be read by the blind 
and written by them too with a sim- 
ple instrument 

The Braille system consists of 
dots. Imagine an oblong block. 
This is called “the Braille cell". On 


UAGE 
BoC GHITLESS 


* Leaning 1 walk 



























this block are ar- 
ranged raised dots from one to 
sfx. The cell is 3 dots high and two 
aots wide. The Braille alphabet 
consists of different arrangements 
at the dots, Since 63 combinations 
ate possible, there can be an en- 
ure alphabet plus signs for punc- 
{vation and contractions and so on. 
For example, “A" in the Braille sys- 
tem consists of one dot on the up- 
per row at the left. "B" is two dots, 
in the two upper rows at the left 
(Remember, there are three hori 
zontal rows of two dots each). 
The Braille system is one of the 
most widely used alphabets for the 
blind, and has helped many blind 


people to enjoy the pleasures of 
a 
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. reading and |) 
writing. Today a great many 
Braille magazines and newspapers 
are published, Another help for the 
blind today is the “Talking Book’ 
which can even be used by blind 
children 
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heinmates ofthe jungle decided 
aT to go through the process of 
oF election to choose theirking. The 
cariidates finally shortlisted for 
the post were Jumbo the elephant 
and Leo the lion. 
“I'm confused about whom to vote 
for," said Squirel. 
"Me too," agreed Kangaroo, 
“Notme," piped up Mouse. "Once 
Leo caught me and when | pleaded 
with him to ree me, he did. He must 
indeed have a big heart," Mouse 
reasoned, "Of course | too returned 
the good act. When he was caught in 
a hunter's net | 
gnawed away 
at the net and 
thus reedhim, 
Since then 
we've been 
friends and 'm going to vote for him, 
sowilall my friends and relatives who 
celebrated my safehomnecoming,” 
he declared. 
Others who did not share 
‘Mouse's views decided to vote for 
Jumbo and thus opinion was 
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divided among the inmates. 


began. When all had voted 

‘counting began. Excitement was 
high with everyone wondering 
wouldwinthe majorty. Allwere eagerly 
awaiting the results including Leo and 
Jumbo. Jumbo was wondering 
whether he would be the lucky one and 
he cast a glance across at Leo. He 
was surprisedto see Leolooking very 
solermn or rather he looked ominous. 
He looked as ifready tocharge at a, 


prey. His nostrils were flared, his 
mane was erect, his gaze was 


lection day dawned and voling ( 



















anduh oh! salable Ut y 
counting was almost over, 

“If Leo doesn't win, itlooks lik he's \ 
going to attack the citizens", thdught 
Jumbo to himsel.‘Ihad better think 
upsomethingfast. Oh! Howl wisi ~ 
| hadn't contested at all and hac y 
simply let Leo be the king,’ 

Immediately he 
sneezed heavily 
scattering the 
balotpapersinth¢ 
process, AHHH 
CHOOOO! Sonhe 
fell in the river. 

‘Some got stuckinthe 


wild thorny bushes 
andthe passing wind 
ripped them further. 
Some got embroled 








 inthemud. "t....vebeenaiitie clumsy. 
I must make up fort... sniff. declare 
Leo to be the King of the jungle from 
today," Jumbo once again glanced 
acrossat LeoandnowLeowas exactly 
the opposite. He was all smiles and 
acknowledging everybody's 
congratulations proudly. He slowly and 
happily walked up toacceptthe crown, 


[EAA Bs=. the ow who had quiety 
WA B/ been watching everything 
Wi) from a tree was the only one 
‘who knew Jumbo had faked it all 
on seeing Leo's deadly intentions. 

) While all were busy watching the 
coronation ceremony, he flew up 
to Jumbo and lovingly patted himon 


the back. “Son,"he said to Jumbo, 
(| “You have very wisely prevented 
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Violence from breaking ot 
in the jungle. If there is 
peace and happiness right 
now, it's because of you. I'm 
proud of you my son. | wish 
allwere like youworkingfor peace 
in the world.” 

Jumbo humbly smiled and 
trumpeted, "LONG LIVE THE 
KING!" folowed by more choruses 
and cheers. 

Thus Leo and his progeny have 
been ruling the jungles since then, 
and fortunately they have been 
ruling fairly and justly too. Noneed. 
for another election was felt. 
Jumbo is satisfied too as peace 
reigns in the jungle. 

F Rehman, 
Bangalore - 79. 













ESSAY 





order to have a bright future 

No other activity is as important 
and so we spend most of our time 
learning. One has to forget sleep and 
rest between the age of 14 and 25. 
‘One thought keeps lingering with me. 
We study for our future but do we 
remember anything we study? We 
study for almost 300 days, but 
everything is over after a 3 hour so- 
called examination. We just vomit 


E= child must be educated in 


whatever we have studied, in the 
annual exam and thereafter never turn, 
back to those lessons. Well, Imay read 
about radioactivity, Supreme Court or 
about Percy B. Shelley and may even 
get a state rank, but in what way will 
these be helpful in my life apart from 
giving me a qualification? 

‘Things must be taught and learnt 
the way they ought to be. 
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ractical simple teachings prove 
worthy. Imay be aware of things 
in my text, but the education system 
which ought to provide practical, 
training oriented studies does not do 
its job. Today, if great scientists are 
rare in India, it is not because the 
present generation is incompetent but 
because education has become 
stereotyped, providing mere exam- 
based knowledge 
which restricts us to a 
small world called text 

books. 
How then will the 





power of self-inquiry 
develop in us? If neces 

sity is the mother of 

invention, thinking’ or 

processing is the father 
of invention and development. We 
cannot think properly as long as we 
have an educational system which 
requires us to mug up text books and 
write exams. No more thinking, no 
‘more self enquiry. Wel, then no more 
intellectuals either. 





‘Swarna Sekar, Std X, 
Hosur. 
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was a warm 
sunny morning 

and | was taking 

a stroll in my gar- 

den when | saw my 

neighbour approaching me with his 
‘Little Devil’ Mischief, in his hands. 
Oh! Mischief is the most 
mischevious cat in the whole 
colony. Only the previous day she 
had drunk all the milk from Mrs 
Mehta's house and had 


TROUBLE 


spilt all the paint on my picture. 
Though she did all these my par- 
ents liked her a lot. | was the only 
person who did not like her, 

My neighbour came to me and 
said with the widest smile he rarely 
gave that he would like us to look 
after his cat for ten days as he and 
his family were going on a holiday. 
| only managed to give a small 
smile and took her into my hands. | 
18 





was obviously not going to enjoy 
her stay in my house, Anyway ! had 
to accept his request because he 
was my father's close friend. | 
wished him ‘Happy Journey’ and 
stepped into the house. 


jumped out from my hands 
and ran into my room. After 
sometime | went into my room to 
get my books when | saw her 
chomping my new slippers, | an- 
atily shooed her off and the next 
thing she did was to go to my table 
and claw at it. This time | was re- 
ally furious but | had to control my- 
self. 
| sat down and started reading 
novel when I heard a sound in 
the kitchen. I hurriedly went to the 
kitchen only to see that our ‘be- 
loved’ cat had just spilt all the milk 
and was enjoying the milk tremen- 
dously. | had to clean up all the 
mess she had made in the kitchen 
as our maid too was not coming te 
work. Tired with all the work | for 
got all about her and went to sleep 
The next morning | woke up only 
to see that my whole room was ditt: 
ied and that Mischief had curled 
up under the sofa. | threw my pil, 
low at her. Startled she ran into the 
hall. | took my bath and gave her 
some milk. But wait! She didn’t 
seemso active and healthy as be- 
fore. The cat was definitely ill ac- 
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A 5 | entered Mischief suddenly 


cording to my observation. All 
through the day she never ate any- 
thing and vomited as soon as she 
drank milk, | was tense. | took her 
tothe nearby vet who examined her 
and gave medicines. ! had to pay 
the fee from my pocket money. | 
was worried about her. f anything 
happened to her, | would be held 
responsible. For two days I nursed 





her with great care, Luckily she re- 
covered and started being her mis- 
chievous self again. 


ne morning | went as usual 
0 to give her milk and found that 

she was missing. | searched 
all over the place but she was no 
where to be seen. One day passed, 
two and then three. My neighbour 
was returning that day. | was really 
very worried and was wondering 
what to do when my mother told me 
to get the flour from our store room, 
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I found the key and opened the 
door when suddenly something 
jumped at me and vanished mak- 
ing a terrible sound. Then | re- 
ceived a big blow on my head and 
there | was covered with flour from 
head to toe. | came out of the room 
and found Mischief sitting under 
the sofa and my neighbour stand- 


ing near the door. He started laugh- 
ing on seeing my flour covered 
body. He told me that he had come 
to collect his cat. | was only too 
pleased to have that fiend out of 
my house. But one thing she did 
for us was that she ate up all the 
rats in our store room, 

Gosh! At last | am out of this cat 
trouble, | thought. Since she had 
been around so long | wondered if 
I would miss her? 

Sravanthi, 
Age 14, 
Begumpet-16 
9 















Condensed milk - 1 tin 
Cocoa powder - 2 tsp 
Marie biscuits - 20 


mixer. Blend condensed milk 
and Cocoa powder to a 
smooth paste without 
lumps. Add in the 
jowder mashed biscuit powder. 
marie Make small balls and 
biscuits arrange in a tray. 
in a Your tasty choco- 
late balls are 




























Ramya Vasudev (aged 13), Coimbatore - 18. 








Woman (with anger) 
how 








ou have wa 


Lou 





saree. The e 
How shall J wea 





my blouse 
to match th 
w. 
Gi 








sherman: Don’t worry, 





me the blouse. J will 





wash if and match it with this 





‘Suman Nandi, Kharagpur-1. 
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twas a bright sunny day. 

Kannan and Kovalan read 

Murthy’s action plan and 

made last minute adjustments 
before they went to lead the rally. 
All the boys went in a procession 
towards their school shouting loudly, 
“Vandemataram", “Do or Die" and 
“Inquilab Zindabad.” 

Moti rushed at Kannan and 
Kovalan and tried to pull their 
shorts in vain. Kannan patted Moti 
on his head and turned towards 

Murthy. “You'll... have to look 

after Moti”, he said in a 











choked voice. Murthy assured him 
that he would take good care of 
Moti. 

‘The boys moved swiftly towards 
the school. All the teachers and the 
headmaster were surprised to see 
such a procession, They gaped at 
the boys and when the procession 
neared them they moved involun- 
tarily and made way for them. 

Kannan handed over the letter 
to Manohar and advised him to go 
through it after they had hoisted 
the flag. 


AM already planned all the boys 
except Kannan and Kovalan 


GOKULAM Augest ‘97 





school. Kannan and Kovalan 
climbed to the top of the thatched 
roof where the British Union Jack 
was flying proudly. They walked 
cautiously on the roof with the tri- 
colour flag held tightly in 
Kovalan’s hands. When they neared 
the flag pole all the boys began to 
chorus loudly, “Bharat mata ki 
jai’, Vandemataram’ which echoed 
round the school 











Off 


playground. Kannan reached the 
pole first and he slowly removed 
the British flag, folded it with 
respect and gave it to Kovalan 
who in turn passed it on to one of 
the boys standing below. The boy 
handed over the flag to the asto- 
nished headmaster. Kovalan 
slowly raised the Indian flag and 
there were cheers from all sides. 
Kannan and Kovalan watched 
with respect the tri-colour flag 
flying high. 

1 


midst the cheers and 

merriment the boys did not 
notice the arrival of the police. 
The police without even giving a 
warning fired at Kannan and 
Kovalan, who were still on top of 
the roof. The bullets went straight 
through Kannan and Kovalan, 
The boys had closed their eyes 
expecting immediate death. But 
they were surprised to notice that 
the bullets had passed through 
them without in any way harming 
them. Immediately Kannan took 
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out the time-calculator and 
holding Kovalan's hands he 
pressed the button*Come’ 





‘anohar and all the others 
were surprised to see 
Kannan and Kovalan vanish into 
thin air. Their mouths fell open in 
surprise. Manohar slowly released 
the crumpled paper from the grip 
of his fingers and started reading 
the letter given to him by Kannan 
a short while ago, 
It read : 
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Dear 
Manohar and 
Murthy, 

We are sorry 
to have kept 
you in igno- 
rance of the fact, 
that we are the 
future children 
of this country, 
We have travel- 
ed back in time 
from 1995 to 
1942, 

Murthy, 
please take 
proper care of 
dear Moti. 

Manohar, 
please see to it 
that “Revolu- 
tion” club conti 
nues and tell 
Amma that 
I went back 
to the place 
where I had 
come from. Thank her on my 
behalf for her loving care. 

Your friends, 
Kannan and Kovalan. 
PS, Burn this paper after reading. 








Murthy’s and Manohar’s eyes 
were wet with tears. They burnt 
the paper and both of them could 
only mutter, 

“Bye, friends.’ 


Ke and Kovalan had to 
part, Time was essential 
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and both knew that the future of 
the hard won freedom of this 
country rested on their shoulders. 

Kovalan said, “I was surprised, 
Kannan, when thoae bullets just 
passed through my body withou! 
injuring me!” 

“They could not kill the future” 
said a smiling Kannan as he bid 
farewell to Kovalan, 

As for the time-calculators, 
Kannan decided to smash it and 
throw it into the river. He was 
sure that if it fell into wrong 
hands the whole future of the 
world would be in jeopardy! 

‘THE END 





G. Ravi, age 19, 
Sri Jagadguru 
Renukacharya College, 
Bangalore - 9. 












AMAZING 


CROCODILES SHED 


Cz she 
Cry eat 
© Every country in th 
it's name printed on 
except Great Britain 
issue them! 
© A yak has the si 
bison, the hair of a goa 
a horse, the head of a 
grunts like a pig. 
© In Spitzberger 
Norway, at one time of the 
year, the sun shines Steve Nipps, Std. Vil, 
continuously for three and Raipur - 492 001. 
a half months. 
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The rete Natal Congrase 
1921 decided on a flag with the 
colour saffron denoting hindus and 
green denoting muslims. This flag was 
placed before the INC by an Andhra 
youth, More changes were brought on 
the flag with a white strip denoting 
peace and prosperity and the charka, 
which Gandhiji suggested, 

‘When India attained freedom more 
changes were brought o the lag, The 
design of ourpresent lag was adopted 
‘on July 22, 1947, The colour saffron 
denotes courage and sacrifice, White 


2) When hoisting the Indian national 
flag along with those of other counties, 
the Indian national flag must be hoisted 
first and lowered last. The Indian flag 
should not be lowered while flags of 
other countries are flying, 

3) When carrying the flag in a pro- 
cession itshould be carried on the right 
shoulder atthe start ofthe procession, 

4) The national flag must be hoisted 


THE NATIONAL 





- truth and peace; and green denotes 
confidence and good feelings. The 
charka gave way to the capital rom the 
Ashoka stupa. The 24 spokes of the 
chakra symbolise truth and dharma - 
the wheel of law, regarded as a sacred 
symbol. Here is a set of code to be fol- 
lowed while using the Indian flag, 
1)Allflags must be placed to the left 
of the national flag when placed in the 
same iine, 
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high above all other decorations on a 
stage set for speakers. 

5) Nothing can be written on a flag. 

6) Tom flags may not be used as 
rags or thrown into the dust bin. 

7) The Flag cannot be used com- 
mercially either as a border in a sari or 
as a symbol for any commercial pur- 
pose, 

8) The national flag must be hoisted 
at public buildings ike High court, Sec- 

25 









abindranath 

Tagore's 

song was adopted as the national 

anthem of India on 24 January 

1950. Only the first of the five stan: 

zas of the song forms the anthem. 

Itreads - 

vana - gana - mana - adhi-nayaka 
jaya he 

Bharata - bhagya - vidhata 

Punjaba - Sindhu - Gujarata - 

Maratha 

Dravida - utkala - vanga 

Vindhya - Himachala - Yamuna « 
Ganga 

Uchchala - jaladhi - taranga 

Tava - subha - name - jage 

Tava - subha - ashisha - mage 

Gane - tava -jaya - gatha 

Jana - gana - mangala - dhayaka - 

Jaya he 


Bharata - bhagya - vidhata 
Jaya he, jaya he, jaya he, 
Jaya, jaya, jaya, jaya he. 






Translated into english it means- 
Thou art the ruler of the minds of 
all people 
Dispenser of India’s destiny. 
Thy name rouses the hearts of 
Punjab, Sind, Gujarat 
and Maratha, 
Of the Dravid and Orissa and 
Bengal. 
It echoes in the hills of Vindhyas 
and 
Himalayas, mingles in the music 
of the 
vJamuna and Ganges and is 
chanted by 
The waves of the Indian sea. 
They pray for thy blessings and 
sing thy praise. 
The saving of all people rests in thy 
hand, 
Thou dispenser of India’s destiny 
Victory, Victory, Victory to thee. 








retariat, Collector's ofce, regional gov. 
emment offices, city municipal offices 
and other state government buildings. 

9) The flag may be hoisted at speci 
fied places in the borders, 

10) Flags must be placed on vehi- 
cles in which central and state minis- 
ters, heads of state and speakers and 
MPs travel 

11) The national flag should be 
hoisted in Indian embassy buildings 
and the houses where Indian ambas 
sadors lve, Flags should be hoisted on 
the vehicles used by the ambassadors. 

12) The national flag can be hoisted 


% 


on republic day, national week, inde- 
pendence day and on Gandhij's birth- 
day at homes and on vehicles. 

13) Flags may fly only between sun 
rise and sunset. 

14) The flag must be hoisted with 
the saffron band on top and the green 
band at the bottom, 

15) Flags are flown half mast when 
the country's highest official dies. Gn 
such occassions if the flag is being 
hoisted it should be hoisted fully and 
then brought half-mast. When the flag 
is being brought down, it should first 
bbe raised and then brought down. 
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You stayed in my heart all 
these years 
And shared with me, my 
laughter and tears 
You comforted me when I 
was in pain 
And your attempts were 
never in vain 
How many times with you, 
Tdid fight 
And you took it all so light 
You taught me what life 
really is. 
For me, you were an angel, 
ab 


But today I’m in pain 
Twish you'd be with 











me again, 





Plea 





appear‘and make me 
brave 

Don’t let me cry whole day 

beside your grave. 

You're the greatest gift I did 
ever receive 

O friend! today for thee I 

grieve! 








V. Satish chandra, Mysore-9. 
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LOOK MOM, THAT 
LITTLE oy is 
COMING TOWRRDS US 





Look! HE Is at 
ERIENDLY WITH US! 
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OMERTS 
LRFERE 














‘OB! GOD! WHERE 15 
CAR? 1T 16 NOT’ aN 


IN THESPOT 
WHERE WE PRRRED IT 








VERY WELL, I 
PRE RIDING 
UN THE COMPU’ 
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Hey WENT 
BénnD 
BUSH 
AanDw 
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«BUT HE IS 
HEADING FoR 
THE VALLEY... 
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VESSACE 


FROM A 


2 
as 
Oticial seal is an adaptation 
Of the four lions that once stood tall 
in Saranath. Today the top portion 
of the pillar is on exhibition at the 

Saranath museum 

During Ashoka's reign, Ashoka 
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built many stupas at 
Saranath to commemorate 
Buddha's enlightenment 
and his teachings to his 
disciples. Besides the 
Ashoka pillar there are 


many monuments which 

date back to the fourth 

century, The Dameg stupa 

is exactly-at the point 

where Gautam Buddha 

preached to his first five 
disciples. 

The Ashoka pillar con- 
sists of four lions facing in 
four direc- 
tions. Below 
the lions are 
carved a bull, 
a lion, an el- 
ephant and a 
horse. Each 
of the animal 
is relieved by 
a wheel with 








24 spokes, The wheel is called the 
Dharma chakra or the wheel of law. 
The original Ashoka pillar was 70 
ft tall, 

The entire sculpture rests on an 
inverted lotus. This emblem is 
popularly known as Saranath lion 
capital. The emblem was adopted 
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on the day India became a repub- 
lic - 26 January 1950. 

The pillar is a monolithic struc- 
ture, During the invasion by Mo- 
hammed Ghori most of the beauti- 
ful sculptures and monuments here 
were destroyed. In 1794, dewan 
Jagat Singh, a merchant of Kashi 
had picked up stones from here to 
build shops at Kashi, Kashi is 4 km 
from Saranath, 

India’s state emblem does not 
contain the inverted lotus. Instead 
is inscribed the following sanskirt 
words in Devanagari script - 
Satyameva Jayate. Which in 
english means - Truth elone tri- 
umphs. These words are from 
Mundaka upanishad, In the Indian 
emblem, however, only three lions 
will be visible. 

The ‘wheel’ is also used in our 
Indian flag, The diameter of the 
wheel is approximately the same 
as the width of the white band of 
the Indian national flag, 

In most ancient civilisations the 
Chakra or the wheel has symbol- 
ised the sun at one time or the 
other. Thus it is regarded as a sa- 
cred symbol. The wheel is a 5000 
year old symbol according to some 
estimates. 

The stupas at Saranath are be- 
lieved to be a warning to Buddha 
bikshus to avoid infighting. The last 
of the stone pillars at Saranath date 
back to 3 B.C. Ashoka was the first 
Indian Emperor who united India 
and so he is held in high esteem. 
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‘Teacher: You know, the law of gravi- 
tation explains how we manage to stay 
on the ground. 

Rita: Yes, but how did people stay 
on the ground before the law was 
passed? 

— Lakshmi (age 12), 
Std VII, St. Xavier's School, 
‘Aurangabad. 





‘Somu: White green saffron 

Hort There you ore.1tod you lcould moke 
‘you say “Green.” 

‘Somu: No, You said you could make me 
207 “block” 

Haat: And you've just sald ithaverrt you. 


—. Sudhakar, 
Solem -8 
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B. Kamin 
Redhills, Chennal- 82: 





Kavitha Murthi, (13) 
BBSss, 


Psaps: 
KK: Nagar, Chennai - 78, 





INDEPENDENCE SPECIAL 
The daughter of a 


freedom fighter recalls 
her childhood 

y first memories of ‘Vande 

mataram’ are when | was five. 

| accompanied my father on his 

march against british rule. ! remem 


FREEDOU 
at Midnight 


ber we hoisted the flag amidst 
chants of Vande mataram. There 
were about a 100 of us. Only 
10 or 15 women. The rest 
were men. There was a fire 
engine at one corner, Sud- 
denly police started lathi *; 
charge and the gutter wa- 
ter was sprayed on the 
gathering to disperse 
the crowd, 

My memories of 
those days go 








back to my wearing a khadi topi 
and we called it “sun hat”. We 
would wear khadi full skirts and 
blouses and we felt so proud of the 
khadi culture. 
Quit India 
it was only during the 1942 Quit 
india movement that the inde- 
pendence struggle became very 
intense. There was an Anglo in- 
dian called Hannan Angelo who 
was an ardent supporter of Indian 
freedom struggle. 
There was a lot of one - to - one 
communication between all lead- 





















ers then, Do you know they used to 
spend long hours discussing In- 
dia's future? To us khadi did not 
mean a fashion garment as 
itis today. It was a symbol 
of protest. We would put 
up plays and enact 
scenes wherein the he- 
ro's mother would be in the 
clutches of the villian, The 
Mother would cry “how 
can! get outof the villan's 
clutches,” and we knew 
What it meant. The mother 
was Bharat mata, the hero was 


the Indian who struggled to free her “+ 


from the clutches of the 
British 
Father in Jail 


y father was put in jail. We were 

allowed twenty minutes to talk 
that too only once a week. This time 
tcowasrationed, Wehad totaketums 
i many ot us visited this week; the next 
week we wouldn't be given a 
chance 

Despite all this whenever my father 
Was aroundhe would not forget to take 
Us to the zoo, We have had so many 
hours of funcon the beach! Ihave even 
been to some painting exhibitions 
when | was in Calcutta. 

Personal friendships were of more 
value than ever before, My father kept 
in touch with the British though many 
leaders here questioned his wisdom 
My father would say we must keep in 
touch, we keep putting forth our views 
they are bound to listen to us one day. 
They will see our point of view. 
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Freedom, at last 

Br22eem dot come cosy. There 
was so much tension and unhappi- 

ness everywhere, 


‘akshmi Krishnamurthy is the daugh- 

ter of Satyamurthi, the veteran free- 
dom fighter. To Lakshmi Gandhiji and 
Nehruji were not mere names. When 
Lakshmi was nine years old, Gandhi 
was in Madras, At a meeting many 
people gave Gandhi money anditems 
in gold and silver, A reporter asked 
Lakshmi, "aren't yougWving anything?” 

Little Lakshmi removed her silver 
bangles and gave it to Gandhiji. The 
next day she told her mother about the 
incident. She also remembers having 
Given a sovereign to Gandhij's fund. 
But she has forgotten how she man- 
aged it. 
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Rules to play : 
2 to 4 players. 
Needs one marker each. ® & 
© Each player plays the dice, The phyer wih CG) O 
highest umber goes first. 
© if you land on a square, follow the 
instructions 
© More than one player can occupy the 
samesquare, 
© ‘The player to reach 27 first wins. 
© Remember, you need to get 
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‘THE HALLWAY IS TOO 
DARK. YOU GET Losr. 
‘MISS A TURN 





es Se ee 


ing Akbar always en- tothe court. Birbal picked up the 
I eesices courage fo ash ihe 
ing Birbal. king “whats it that had 
Today, however, made my friends here 
Birbal was not in the worry, oh king?” 
aourt and Akbar de- The king re- 
cided to put to test plied, he had 
his ministers’ intelli- asked them a 
gence. question for 


The king held 
court and the 
ministers sat around 
him. Suddenly he 
asked the courtiers, 
“how many crows 
are there in the king- 
dom?" That was a 
difficult task. There 
were many crows in 
the kingdom and no 
one knew how many, 
The king gave 
them one day's 



















which they had no reply. 
“Your majesty," sail 
Birbal. "May | know 
what the question 
is? May be | have 
an answer.” 
The king re- 


time. peated the 
The next day question 
everyone as- Birbal stood 


sembled in the thinking for 
court. Even AN mo 
Birbal was ments 
there. He was and said, 
all smiles but “Two 
the rest of the ie 
courtiers were five hundred 
looking all wor- and fifty 


ried and upset. 
The king came 


crows." The kibg 
asked, "how a 
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you know?” of diamonds, The courtiers w 
Birbal replied, “Ask your men surprised with the answer ar 

to count. If there are more crows 

then it means that some. 

crows have 






come from other king- 
doms to visit our crows. 
If they are less in 
number it means some 
¢rows from our kingdom were proud to have a clever and 
have gone to other kingdoms,” Wise minister amidst them. 

The king was pleased with Manitha, 
Birbal’s answer. He rewarded age 12, 
Birbal with a beautiful ring made Hyderabad. 





Lawyer: Okay, Vivek, so you want me to defend 
you. How much money will you pay me? 
have no money, Sir. | am a poor fellow. 
But | have a Ford car. 
Lawyer: Good, you can raise money on that. Now 
toll me, what did they accuse you of? 
Vivek : Stealing a Ford car, Sir! 
Niraj Agarwal, Chennai-102. 
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uk, 1 SMELL id 
SontrHiney 
Fen But 


THis Guy! / 


TO] WHY Ti RL TEE ARRTVED: 
‘| ei, emer — 
At GAvS, THEN 
Buss euss 











ty aers— : 
VEL aL Sou, | Now 
you eataol [Have Alt Tee 
ia a EN 
FRAOF WE NEED) 














COLOUR THIS HAPPY SCENE. 
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ere comes the Independ- 
ence Cup. Begins on 9th 
May only on DD-I" the 
announcement came 

clearly on the National Network, 

It was indeed fine to have organ- 
ised such a special match to mark the 
occasion of fy years of indian in 
dependence, Millions of people no: 
ticed that the Indians despite Sachin 
could not help India win or atleast 
enter the finals, Wel, cricket is a sport 
land we can take our defeat sportively. 
But what about the other spheres? 

What progress did India make in 
these precious and glorious fifty 


years? The population has risen tre- 
mendously, | feel exasperated at the 
thought of the present corrupt Indian 
leaders who loot the innocent and il- 
literate citizens. 

| remember in a certain issue of 
Gokulam someone suggested that a 
chapter on scams be included in our 
text books, The recent fodder scam 
shocked me, more amazed than 
shocked, perhaps. It was amazing 
that man messed up even cattle food. 
If the cattle had been better endowed 
they would have commenced an 


4% 


agitation to fight for their rights. 





















Above all these problems prevails 
the fanaticism between the hindus 
and muslims. tis time that indians 
stop this violence eschew their fanati- 
cism, relinquish their misunderstand- 
ing and try to live in peaceful har- 
mony. 

Today, India’s rich culture and her- 
itage are endangered. Women are 
still cheap material in the Indian. so- 
ciety, The Miss World contest held in 
Bangalore has left indelible scars i 
the minds of the Indians. The class! 
cal and folk dances and music have 


been replaced by meaningless mu- 
sic and dance, 

Foreign companies are trampling 
‘over Indian companies. The dread of 
unemployment is rampant. If this goes 
‘on Indians will once again become 
slaves to foreigners. 

In the present scenario if you ex- 


pect special treatment in any depart- 
ment (be it police, hospital etc.) you 


need to bribe someone. The IS! 
agents are terrorising people in the 
Kashmir valley. The cunning and the 
wicked politicians are deliberately not 
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giving any importance to many grave 
issues, As a matter of fact they are 
more concerned about their respec- 
tive "Kursis” (chairs.) 

‘Aiter a simple train acci- 
dent, Lal Bahadur 
Shastri resigned 
as Rallway Min- 
ister since 




















BY. 


ESSAY 


security for unimportant people like 
Priyanka Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi at 
the expense of Indian citizens. Indian 
patriotism needs to be questioned. 
We always talk or argue as to 
what the country has given us.. It 
was Swami Vivekananda who 
said, "Ask not what the coup: 
try has done for you, agk 
| what you have done for 





































ra¥ A, fil the country.” Render 
SO TER yy eusewession 
6 ia and show 
2 fan “ha sous 
{1 
q 
=@ i 
wat 
Tres Lan! cH 
‘he wan - i 
= a the true 
peri th children of 
sponsibility SMa alll mane. Mother In- 


A recent article 
on Lal Bahadur Shastri says 
that after submitting his resignation 
Shastri went in a local city bus! Such 
was his self-discipline that he 
spurned the use of government faci 
ties. Today when there are so many 
frequent train accidents and train 
dacoities, the Railway Minister is re- 
luctant to resign. Today, there is 
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A time will come when Indians will 
start a great revolution replacing dis- 
honest poiticians, The frenzied Indian 
citizens vill take to task these untrust- 
worthy palticians, ‘Thereafter India wil 
prosper and perhaps even lead the 
word! 

V. Manju, aged 12, 
‘Secunderabad - 500 009. 
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“SOLITUDE ON MOUNTART TOP 


Telon't have any he 
To the hille J announs 


don't have any home 









The echo sadly deno 


The blue birds on the trees 
With a twinkle 
Sang to me as ifte say 






their eyes 


Vou can atay with us 
The rabbits in the burrow 
With their big pink ears 
Called to me as if to say 


You can 








yare with us. 


The beautiful evening sky 
With flifs here and there 
Whisphered to me as if to say 


Vou can sail with ws. 







1c as ifte say 


You can rn with us. 





Fon foiends there are everywhere 
Tfenly you look for them with 








S.A.Lavanya 

age 13, 

Jawahar Vidyalaya 
Chennai - 83. 
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around the world sing 

‘while at work, Why? They 

believe that the singing helps 

ahem with their workload, Long 
‘ago when the boatsmen pulled 
their heavy barges along the 
Volga river in Russia, they 
used to sing slow and 
drawnout songs which fit 
ted the work they were 
doing 

'Heave Ho! Round 
the capstan go! 
Heave ho! Cheerily we 
go!” In olden day: 
sailors used to sing 
this song while stead- 
ily pulling up the ship's 
heavy anchor. The 
song actually coordi- 
nated their move- 
ments and made their 
job easier. The song it 
self made them feel 
jollier despite the 
heavy burden. 


C cowboys are good 

\gers too, They 
sing as they work at 
night - watching over 
the cattle. They sing 
slow moving tender 
songs, This helps to 
keep the cattle quiet 
and peaceful. The 
songs help the cow- 
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boys to pass the jong 
night ahead easily and 
peacefully. 


Singing helps in eve- 
ryday chores. Many 
are heard humming their 


favourite songs while performing 
the daily dreary chores around the 
house. Singing helps in heavier 
work too! Moving Day in Philippines 
means lifting the whole house and 
taking itto another place. The mev- 
often sing songs to help them 
work together, carrying heavy 
oads. 

In India too we have our ballads 

and folk songs which are traced to 
beginnings of civilisation. Most 
of these songs were not written 
Jown lyrics but were formed by 
men and women who tried to make 
life easy by letting their imagina- 
tion fly! 





Visalakshi Ramani, 
Coimbatore - 641 002. 








What is thet you ave. But ok- 
crs ose 0 oD? 
Ant: Youn ntene 


GS Smitha, 
#5610, Bangalore 





Teacher: Rasen, What 14 the capi- 
tal of Brazil? 
Ramu: Brasilia, Madaon- 
Teacher: Rajin, tell me the eapi- 
tal of China? 
Raju: Chinalin, Madam. 
R Srinivasa Raghauat, 
SHAM, Penday-S 
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Lion of Punjab 
Iron man of India 
‘The Pandit from Kashmir 


Gopal Krishna 


‘The nation’s father 

The nightingale of India 
“Self-rule” exponent 
Tatya 


‘The revolutionary poet 


‘The Jhansi tigeress 
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Bipin Chandra__ 
‘The Maratha Chatrapati 
Reformer from Bengal 
Chandra sekara_ 
Mysore’s Tiger 
Revolutionary from Punjab 
India’s second PM 


Answers on page 65 (a 
Affe 
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0) 
COW” says 


1 | | 
STORY : AKSHATA Pal \\) V4 
ILLUSTRATION ; LALITHA 


] JHIRALAL, A BRAHWIN WAS PROUD 
| | Or is GARDEN AND SPENT 
uct oF His Tine THERE. 







HIRALAL NEVER { 





(- Doyou see my roses? 
I work hard to get 
‘such beauties, 











ALLOWS 
ANYONE INTO 
HIS GARDEN, 


Imustkeep 
the gates shut, 












| ‘airy beast! <<) 
<5 
( j 












Ia > J 
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Pluck them before 


(wnat lovely flowers! 





[BUT THE BOYS 
ESCAPED BEFORE 
HE COULD REACH 
THEM 

] 


[TAS HIRALAL CHASED THE MONKEY 


ARCO STARTED DIGGING Ng | |" ONE DAY A STRONG BREEZE 
eat mage Fa THREW THE GATE OPEN — 
Mb 4 ? A} AS 


= 








SAE 
HIRALAL BEAT THE COW TILL 
SHE FELL 
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Hindu religion says Lord Indra 
_ Tules ourhands. So it was 
Indra who killed the cow! 








[SUDDENLY -(‘who killed Gon 


QS 























THE STRANGER IS TRANSFORMED . 
HIRALAL REALISED WHO THE VISITOR WAS. 
eee By 
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ma city there was a man who gave 

advices toeverybody. He charged Rs. 

500 foreach advice. Once rich man, 

Sivashankar came to him for advice. 
‘The man told Sivashankar that the advice 
which he was now giving was of great value. 
‘Theadvice was neverpostpone today's work 
to tomorrow. Sivashankar paid him 500 
rupees and moved away wondering why he 
wasted so much money on such a small 
advice, 

‘Thenext day a ship carrying merchandise 
arrived atthe city. ‘The ship was filled with 
cotton and food grains, Sivashankarbought 
the maximum amount of goods. Other 
merchants in the city also bought goods. 
Sivashankar's employees transferred the 
‘goody:from the ship. It took much time to 
carry the goods ashore, It was evening and 
the workers were tited. They told 
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Sivashankar, they woula 
{dothe rest ofthe untoading the next day. 


ivashankar said, he had paid ahefty 
amount for an advice which he 
recalled tohis workers and told them 
tocary the goods tothe godown that 
day itself, When Sivashankar’s employees 
could work no more as they were tired, he 
employed sone others who carried the goods 
tothe godown, 

‘That night itrained heavily. Mostof the 
‘goods othe other merchants were damaged, 
Sivashankar's goods were safe in the 
godown, Sivashankar realised that the 
‘mount he had spent onthe advice had earned 
hima hefty profit 





N. Kalai Vani, age 11, 
Salem -3, 
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Things needed 
1. Stiff but thin paper 
2. A tube of gum 
3. A pair of scissors 
4, Colour pencils or sketch pens 
5. Ascale 
Cut some stiff but thin paper Jo the size 
as shown in the figure. Fold it in half along 
the centre. 
Clip off the comers with scissors. Keep 


the shavings. Fold alchg the dotted lines 
with two flaps. 


Overlap the other two. Gum the outer 
flaps. Stick the shavings in place either 
as ears or nose. Draw and colour the 

face, Insert your fingers, your puppets are ready! 
M.Vijay sundar, Std VI Chennai - 44, 








I 


away WON 








The currencies of these countries will lead to the Indian currency. 


1. Currency of United States 4. Currency of USSR 
2. Currency of Untied Kingdom 5. Currency of Japan 
3. Currency of Dominican Republic 6. Currency of India 





U 





















































Currenty of India 
Shreekanth B., Std. Xil, Mumbai - 94, 


WHAT ARE THESE 


1. Hollywood (U.S.A) 
Mmm 2. Baku (Russia) 
D 3. Dhainwal (India) 


4. Thaira (India) 
o 5. Jamshedpur (India) 
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Given below are 
names of 
ten fruits. 
Find them 

























































6. Ahmedabad (India) 11. Ranigunj (India) 
7. Chittranjan (India) 12, Johannesburg 
8. Titagarh (India) (S. Africa) 
9. Sialkot (Pakistan) 13. Detroit (U.S.A) } 
10. Mirzapur (India) 14. Kolar (India) r 
U. Jayashree, age 16, St. Annes Girls College, Bangalore «8, 
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EGG FOSSIL 


A fossilised dinosaur egg, stated 
to be about 65 million years old and 
belonging to a cluster of such eggs 
discovered from Kheda district in 
Gujarat, was on display at a week- 
Jong exhibition in Kochi. The 
¢xhibition was titled “Life Through 
the Ages”, 

‘The egg may be the only sample 
of its kind in the world. 


HUMAN PENGUIN 


Eleven-year-old Benjamin 
likes to hang out with peng 
‘They don't seem to mind — they 
think he's one of them 














SNIPPETS 
SNIPPETS 
SNIPPETS 
SNIPPETS _ 
SNIPPETS _ 





‘They come to seashore to see 
what kind of bizarre bird is acting 
so clumsily," he says. Benjamin, 
who has been living for more than 
a month on the Kerguelen Islands, 
uses his bird suit to keep from 
freezing to death when he swims 
with the pengui 








SNOW CHURCH 


A church made entirely of snow 
is situated on Helsinki's Central 
Senate Square and will be used for 
ceremonies such 
as weddings and 
baptisms. Volun- 
tary snow sculp- 
tors worked 13 
days using 
500 cubic r 


metres of snow. 

‘The church is 12 metres high and 
has a surface of 72 Sq. metres. Itis 
supported by steel pillars and 
contains a chapel. 


ENCORE, CAPTAIN 
COOK! 


A replica of the ship in which 
Captain James Cook made 
voyage of discovery in the Pacific 
Ocean has sailed into the explorer's 
hometown. Thousands cheered on 
May 9, 1997 as the ship entered 
Whitby harbour, northeast England, 
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after its 7month voyage from Perth, 


Australia, where it was built. 
banner saying, “Only 229 years lat 
was also unfurled. 


DINO SKELETON 
FOUND 


Geologists in southern England 
have found bones of a new species 
of camivorous dinosaur that lived 
more than 120 millions years ago. ! 

‘The 7.9 metre-long reptile, neovés 
nator saleril, weighed three-fourth 
ofa tonne and hada metre-long skull, 
with razor-sharp teeth, and 
limbs with claws, 13 cm# 
long. 


‘A 









It fed on a diet df 
herbivorous 
animals, 


‘SURESH 












do flowers smell? - 

I can hear you say 

that flowers smell so that 

they can attract insects by 

the smell to. help in poll 

nation. But not all flowers 

smell sweet. There are flowers that 

smell foul or horrible so that we are 

left wondering whether any insect 
will ever be attracted at all! 

sie such flower releasing an 

unpleasant 


eat 
sl OE 





odour 

found mention in 

almost all leading magazines of the 
world recently. It was the Titan 
Arum, the largest flower of the 
world. When this plant, grown in 
the Royal Botanical Gardens of 
London bloomed, it attracted 
people, not insects! People queued 
up in front of the Gardens to inhale 
the “fragrance” which was a horrible 
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stench, described as “a mixture of 
rotting fish "and burnt sugay with an 
overtone of urine.” 


he foul smell is a defence 
mechanism. The flower is very 
large and brightly coloured (purple) 
so that it attracts the four-legged and 
humans who would pluck or destroy 
it. The plant cannot produce the 
flowers in great numbers, to make 
up for the loss. In fact the last time 
a Titan Arum bloomed was in 1963! 
The foul smell is an armour that can 
keep the enemies away. Buta few 
‘species of insects alone are 
attracted by this smell that 
E ke in pollination, Few 
other plants follow 
selective attraction using 
1m the unpleasant odour. 
The Carrion Flower 
@ sels of roting meot that 
attracts only carrion flies 
and dung beetles. Rotting 
meat is the breeding 
ground for these insects. 


uot tne Opts FOP 







he Ophyrs Group of Orchids discourages further growth, degene 

deceive the wasps and bees by rates chlorophyll in the leaves, stops 
giving out an odour that a female photo synthetic activity, promotes 
wasp would emit when it is ready ageing and ultimately induces lea 
for mating. Even the flower looks fall. It is a signal to the plant that 
like a female bee or wasp sitting on the cycle has to be ended. In short 
the plant. lived plants, the plants wither away 
The Yucca Flower gives out an and in longtliving plants and trees, 
unpleasant odour that attracts yucca itis time to stop activity and wait for 
mothflies only but keeps other sometime to resume another cycle 












insects away, How the plants start another round 
Studies are being conducted to find of activity is anotherstory. In reality, 

‘out reasons for such odour emission. the fragrance - be it sweet or foul-rings 

In some plants, the fragrance the death knell of the plant. Isn't that 

from one flower induces fragrance the sad side of the sweet looking 

production in neighbouring plants. flower? 

i.e. itinduces flowering. The fragrance 

is due to a chemical process which JAYASHREE SARANATHAN 
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Mythology - 





Sgr attended adiscourse 
on Bhagavatham, 
This story is an incident 
from the Krishna avatar. 
Krishna was very fond of 
butter, Once he tried to steal 


had come into her house, he 
replied with a mischievous 
grin that when he had taken 
his cows for grazing one white 
calf had wandered away. 

So he was trying to find out it 





a 


butter from a Gopika’s house. 
The gopika heard Krishna 
and hid behind the door 
Krishna put his chubby fingers 
inside the pot of butter. The 
gopika caught him in the act. 
When she asked him why he 





the calf was inside the pot of 
butter. The gopika stood 
gaping even as Krishna 
escaped from her clutches. 


R. Swetha, 
DAVH.S.S. 
Chennai - 80. 
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ANSWERS 


Page 34 
3, Woollen goods 
NUMBER GAME Woollen 90 
25) 8 | 11/15) 1 |60 §, Iron and steel works 


6. Cotton textiles 


7/10/13] 5 [2560] —  pecometves 
9, Sports goods 
8 | 4] 13]27] 8 [60 . 

11 Go mines 


281 4 | 6 |20| 60 12. Gold mines 
18]}10/19|7 | 6 |60 14. Gold mines 
60 | 60| 60 | 60 | 60 | 60 PUSBLES 
Pagess [D]O[L[L] ATR’ 

Face A FREE O|U IND 
iDEA ; PIEIS|O 
R/O} U/ B/ LIE 


PY[EIN 
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Quiz 
4. Film industry 
2, Petroleum n-fofMt = 
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W G hosts"! 
The mere 
utterance 

of this word has a 

magical spell 

onusanditusu- 
ally evokes a sense of fear, Our grand- 
mothers often used to tell us stories of 
ghosts which tie in our memory and of- 

ten scare us during nights when we are 
alone, Such a fear is unwarranted ands, 
imaginary. To point this out my mother 
often used to narrate to me an incident 
fromthe life other maternal uncle. When: 

ever | recall this story | have a hearty 
laugh. 

My mother's uncle (My grandmoth- 
er's brother) was said tobelieve in ghosts 
and he was terribly afraid of them. He 
‘would not go out alone during nights. 

One day, itsohappened that he had 
66 


to go to my grandmother's house after 
sunset. It was two kiometres from his 
house, There were nomotorable roads, 
He had to walk the distance through 
farmlands and a stretch of uncuttvated 
land fulof paimyra tees, He hadalready 
heard people taking about the existence 
and movement of ghosts in the palmyra! 
grove, It was a dreadfully dark night. 
While he was walking with a palpitating 
heart in the palmyra field he suddenly 
hearda shri shriek anda scream whictt 
was actually due to the friction of dried 
palmyra leaves moving in the wind which 
he did not know then, His 
got frightened and 
walked a itte distance. 
Again he 
heard the 
same 
screeching 
sound. He 
looked up, 
He saw a 
huge dark craa- 
ture standing in 
frontof him. Over 
powered by fear 
he hugged the creature and whisperect 
‘Oh ghost! please leave me. Don't kill 
me.” Suddenly he fet itching and iita- 
tion allover his chest and hands, He re~ 
leased himself from the creature, He 
looked at the creature again and criad: 
Pooh! It is not a ghost but a Palmura 
tree", Laughing at himself at his foolsh- 
ness he reached my grandmother's 
house and narrated the whole episode 
tomy grandmother. My mother and un- 
cles had a hearty laugh. 
‘Su.Balamurukan, 
Std Vill, Chennai-31. 
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Dear Grandma Worm, 
(8) Lam disappointed that 
Ihave not completed even 
a single lesson. If continue 
ike this | will not pass 10th 
class. 

Please give a solution for com- 
pleting my 10th class portion. 
‘M.S. Hari Krishna, Std. X, 
Hyderabad. 





Dear Hari Krishna, 
( Draw up a weekly time 

table alloting one hour for 

each subject. If you study 

five, hours a day then you 

may end up studying a small 
portion from five subjects. 
Maintain this schedule and you are 
‘sure to top your class this year. 


Dear Grandma Worm, 
Jamin class six studying in 
one of the schools in 
Hyderabad. | like my schoo! 
very much. It is the biggest of all 
schools in Hyderabad. But my friends 
don't like me. They are very bad. They 


‘come to me only when they need me. 
Please help m 
V. Vibhavarl, Hyderabad - 13. 


Dear Vibhavari, 
(You may be new to the school. If 
0 you have to learn that it takes time 
to maxe friends. Friends are lifetime 
dears, Friendship grows everyday like 
plants and animals or even as we grow. 
It you feel rejected the best is to pick 
up courage and start saying hello. 
‘Some people take a longer time to start 
a conversation. If you are talkative 
thert your problem is solved. If you 


GORBLAM dogut 97 


have common 

hobbies you can 

start by talking about them. 

Spend sometime outside 

school with your friends 

developing a hobby. 

During holidays keep 

in touch by writing 

letters wherever you 

are. Remember you 

can have only two or three 

‘good friends who may come with 
you all your life. 





Dear Grandma Worm, 
I have many good friends. They all 
take my help, when they want it. But 
when I need their help, they abandon, 
‘me and go away. Once when | was 
‘coming from school, two of my best 
friends who were coming with me, 
suddenly ignored me and went away. 
When one asked if] was coming with 
them, the other said to him that ho 
wouldn't wait forme. I was very upset. 
K. Prasad, age 11, Chennai - 78. 
Dear Prasad, 
@ Talk to your friends. Sometimes 
novelty of new friends may tie people 
of old friends. Also, read the previous 
letter. 
Love, 
Grandma Worm 
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new CON 


This happened 
to me two years ago. My mother had 





planned a picnic that evening. It was 
the hindi period and in my mind | was 


already on the picnic and | shouted 
Giggles from my classmates. The 
teacher asked sternly, “Who shouted?” 
out that it was me, | 
explained every- 
body had a good laugh. | had 
towrite a hundred times that‘ will pay 
| think about it, It makes me laugh. 
M. Srividya, age 8, 


"Mummy". There were choruses of 
Everybody pointed 
SION == 
attention in the class.’ Even today when 
Bombay - 400 069. 








ind we 





T wasinsccondet a 
‘moved to.a house close to school since 
my parents thought it would be 
convenient for me. I went to school 
by bus. My cousin would pick me up 
at the bus stand in the evenings 

T alighted from the bus and was 
worried not to find didi anywhere. 
Just then, two men came up to me 
Yeaying they would drop me home. 1 
‘Almost agreed when I saw didi 

alking up with my one-year-old 
sister 
i. Didi explained that Soumya had 
started crying and finding no one to 


BEWARE OF 











STRANGERS! 





ike care of her, didi had dressed her 
up and brought her along. This took 
she was lat 
led me for talki 
strangers. That evening my parents, 
also scolded me, and advised me to 
kcop off strangers! 
Mary Simi Cyriac, age 12, 
New Delhi - 9. 

















ast summer we went to 
Tirupati for darshan of Lord 

Balaji. [had taken along with me 

my new water bottle which was 

gift from my uncle who is 

in U.S.A. In Tirupati, one has 

to wait for hours in a queue. 

We sat on the long benches 

in the corridors provided for 

pilgrims. In the hurry to be in 

queue | forgot my water bot- 

tle under the bench. I told my 

mother. We could not retrace our 

way to locate our bottles. Also, the 

security men refused us permission 

toswim back through the crow.) -~ 

in the narrow path- 

ways. 





























After To my 
darshan we surprise after 20 min- 
walked out of utes we did find a girl walk out of 
the temple. | ® the temple with my water bottle in 
was upset over losing my bottle. her hand. We could not believe our 
Suddenly, mother had an idea. She eyes. We then explained to the girl 
suggested that we wait near the and the girl was nice enough to re- 
temple entrance and keep a watch turn the bottle, | had my lucky wa 
‘over people walking out. We waited — ter-bottle all to myself again. 

in vain. My father was losing pa- 

tience. My mother, however, con- Priya Dural, age 12, 
tinged the watch Delhi - 23. 
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he class would be 

celebrating 

compliments day 

tomorrow. ‘The day 
meanta lot because students gifted 
each other items and compliments. 
The gifts were an effort at 
promoting unity and brotherhood 
among teenagers. 

"There was a miser in Aishwarya’s 
class. His name was Sonu. He was 
good in studies but would never lift 
finger to help anyone. Nor would 
he talk toanyone, And the students 
called him names. Some decided 
co putSonu on the ‘right’ path. The 
five who set out on this task were - 
Aishwarya, Clyne, Aarthi, Shruthi 
atid Krupali, 

Sonu was on his way to school. 
He did not notice the banana peel 
iat lay before his feet. He slipped 
‘and fell. His bag lay in the slush, 
his arm was bruised and he had 

rained his knee. Rahul, one 
of his classmates happened 
(0 pass by: 














&elp me up?" 

“Who cares? You aren't 
wme that you 
Wer up. Sorry, but I 
xin late for school,” 
Sonu frowned at 
him. He received 


n't 





m0 


the same reply when Nanda, 
Ramesh, Pranay and Kunal passed 
by him. 

Finally he got up and made his 
way to the school with much 
difficulty. He stank, ‘The principal 
made him run 5 times round the 
school because he had come 
untidily. 

When he re- 
turned to the 
class Shruthi 
retorted, 

















“You're smelling like a pig.” 
Angered, Sonu gave hera tightslap. 
She went to the teacher crying and 
told herabout Sonu’s misbehaviour. 
‘The teacher wrote out a full-page 
rerhark in Sonu’s calendar. Sonu 
had finally realised his folly of not 
cooperating with others, 









t was the 
science 
period. The 


teacher was giving all a diagram 
test that day. There was pindrop 
silence in the class. Sonu had 
forgotten to bring his pencil. He 
tried to catch the attention of his 
neighbours, They completely 
ignored him, He turned around t, 
ask another boy if he had an extra 
pencil. ‘The teacher noticed him 
talking, “Sonu I should say you are 
copying,” said the teacher. 

“Ma'm believe me,” exclaimed 
poor 
“ Enough"? 


Ae 














Sonu. 









retorted the teacher, “Out you go 
and stay out until this period ends.” 
Sonu limped out of the classroom, 
‘The pain in his leg had become 
unbearable, Sonu remained silent 
‘The last period was moral science, 
‘The teacher let the students talk on 
any topic, Someone suggested that 
each student could talk about 
something pertaining to the 
students, 

Roma got up, she said of 
Madhubani, “I feel Madhubani is 
very fat and silly. She is always 
cracking meaningless jokes. Blah 
blah...” she went, 

It was Aishwarya’s curn now. She 
got upand said, “I would like to talk 
about N, Sonu.” She began thu: 
we all hope 





hope, 
Jearnt his lesson today, 


jonu has 
Sorry that 
we left a banana peel for Sonu to 
slip on, sorry that we caused you 
trouble and pain, sorry that your 
uniform got messed up. We are 


n 


To stay alone | say 

Is fun, nice and gay 

You have all the freedom 
to play 

And study in peace that. 
day 


But loneliness is good, 
not always, 


NAR. Supreetha, age 12, 
Cluny Convent High School, 
Bangalore, 


sorry that we W 
we had di 
lesson.” 

The class went into peals of 
laughter. You should have seen t 
embarrassment on Sonu’s face, We 
all hoped he had changed for good, 


not merciful ay 
Jed to teach you a 











he next day (compliments 

day) our doubts were 

cleared, For Sonu was 

giving cach of the students a 

compliment card. Sonu walked up 

shwarya’s desk and placed a 
small box on her table. 

Inside the box was a vial of 

perfume and a compliment card 

which read, ““To the La Belle Dame 














Sans Merci, ‘Thanks for everything, 
— Sonu." 

Aishwarya later learnt that the 
“Late Merei” in French mean 





beautiful woman without mercy! 
shwarya Shenoy, age 12, 
Bombay - 400 103. 
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he mariner is everyday exposed to innumerable 
Te: In crowded coastal waters, his 
position is often precarious, for he may be 
menaced by lurking shoals of hidden reefs. 
The captain, as he approaches or O 


wanders along a tortuous shore 
line, scans the waters eagerly 
for a glimpse of the 


guide him on his 


FON XX 


no doubt 
that the light _ 
house is the >_< 


greatest boon ever 
to be bestowed upon . 

navigators. 5 Sei 
Perhaps when the 


Wf 
‘outto sea to obtain food, + SQ / 
the concept of the 
sea light was born, AA, 
for it was natural for their 
friends on the shore to light fires to 
guide them home when wind, 
weather and tides prevented 
return to land before 
nightfall. Hence 
grew the 
lighthouse 


















system of today, a highly 
specialised branch of engineering. 
M in Chidambaranar district 

is noted for its lighthouse 
on the pearl Fishery Coast of Tamil 
Nadu. It is to the north from 
Kanyakumari. Some of the finest 
churches are located here. As one 
hpproaches Manappad from the 
south one would observe that there 
is a huge sand dune that falls off 
sharply towards the north. This is 
Manappad point. 

The Holy Cross Church at 
Manappad, located at the summit 
of Manappad point was built in 
1881. The great Apostle St. Francis 
Xavier visited Manappad in 
October 1542 and 1543. 


anappad, a fishing village 


Ramu: [haven't slept for three days. 


Somu: Aren‘t you tired then? 


Rannu:'Isleep at night! 














This lighthouse was established 
in 1888, when there were no 
lighthouses on the east coast south 
of Tuticorin, not even ;at 
Kanyakumari. The lighthouse was 
improved upon in 1902. It is a 
round masonry tower with red and 
white diagonal stripes. The 
lighthouse is 18 metres tall. The 
circumference of the light is ‘500 
mm. The duration of the flash is 
19 sec. and its speed of rotation 
is six times per minute. The 
intensity of the effective beam is 
3,20,000 candelas, a unit, of 
luminous intensity. 

This lighthouse celebrated its 
centenary in 1988. 


B. Dhanya, age 11, 
Thandupathu. 
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Drugs? Poisons? Vitamins? 


hat do you think poison really is? You might 
WY) sae senses oc & ome ye 

devil to kill men, or a kind of syrup invented 
by evil men. Well poison is nothing but excess of pro- 
tein. Then why does it cause death? Our body can 
absorb only a certain amount of proteins. Poison is so 
strong, and has so much of proteins that our body can- 
not absorb it, the result of which is death. 

‘What are your medicines made up of? They too con- 
tain poison but 
very little of it 
From a drop of it 
are made hun- 
dreds of medi- 
cines. Which is 
also the reason 
why we shoud 
ngt take medi- 
cines not meant 
for us 

Vitamins too 
ameinfact a kind of protein, known as amines. Since 
these amines are essential for our good health they 
are vital amines, and hence the name vitamins. 

Archana Rajan, 
Visakhapatnam - 530 014, 
Words or no words? 


E veryday hundreds of people buy and sell im- 





portant places like the Marina beach, Santhome 

Church, Kapaleshwara temple, Mt. Road, LIC 
building... the list is endless. | guess | am not making 
mucn sense even to those living in Chennai. This prob- 
lem is rampant even in other places. 

Imagine my shock when | was witness to such buy- 
ing when | was younger. | was happily enjoying the 
passing scenes when someone in the bus asked to be 
given the airport for one rupee! And he was given a 
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token, | stared dumbly. 

‘One of my Gokulam friends faced 
a similar situation in Mumbai. She 
asked for seven bungiows and got it 
for just two rupees! 

In this fast paced world people do 
riot have time even to say they want a 
ticket to goto the planetarium, instead 
they just say one planetarium. When 
we talk, we rrusttakk meaningfully. How 
much energy are we conserving by 
cutting short two lines? Why was lan- 
guage and vocabulary invented? 
Were they not invented to convey our 
thoughts correctly to others? So, think 
twice before you buy a ticket on a 
bus! 

Gayathri Narayanan, Chennai -78. 
How to play with fire- 
works 


E: the USA, fireworks are not lit 
al 





by all and sundry as and how 

they please. Unlike in India 
where fireworks more often than not 
tend to end up in a gruesome trag- 
edy as it happened very recently. 


in the US fireworks are caretully 
handled and are permitted only on 
7% 





the day of American independence 
and other special occasions. 

During my recent vist to the USA, | 
happened to attend a baseball match 
in California's indoor stadium. After the 
match, fireworks were lighted in the 
centre of the stadium making sure the 
green turf of the stadium was not af- 
fected. 

Lights were putoff for better view 
and one could see the stadium was 
liberally dotted with children. 

Shouldn't we learn from the 
Americans? 

S. Renganathan, Davengere. 
When giants get married 


magine a parade of giants on 
free way to a wedding. One of 
these giants is dressed as a 
bride, She is about to be married 
to another giant - The Goliath. The 
bridegroom Goliath isin armour. He 
also carries a mighty club. Other 
giants too attend the wedding. One 
of them is Samson. He carries part 
of a broken temple. Another visit- 
ing giant is Miss Victory. She wears 
a great cape and a golden 
crown 
You can see these giants on 
parade every August in Belgium 
These giants are merely maxe - 
believes. But they look so aston- 
ishingly reall A man carries the gi- 
ant. We cannot see the man but he 
can see through a peep hole in the 
front! 
K.R. Visalakshi, 
Coimbatore - 2. 
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ROADS 
Speed breakers on the 
road are meant to reduce the 
speed of an automobile. But driv- 
75, go at full speed over it which 
bounces the vehicle up and down 
‘causing accidents, Why don't these 

drivers drive carefully 
‘T. Ramya (age 12), Mumbai - 66 


CHILD BRIDE 
§) My friend, Radhika, who is just 15 
years was recently married toa young 
man of 22, Even though itis 50 years 
after Independence, customs like 
child marriage still exist. What is the 
reason for this? 

K. V. Vandhana, Kerala. 


MAN OR BEAST? 
@ Plants are so beautiful. | some- 
times wonder why | did not become 
a plant or other peaceful and beauti- 
ful creature of God like the birds, the 
un, the moon, the stars, or the cloud? 
Human beings are not always good 

















and useful, This is especially true 
when I hear some of them utter bad 
words. Plants, birds, the sun, the moan 
and the stars are so much better. 
pray to God and ask him to make me 
one of his peaceful creatures. 

Isha Nag, age 8, Pondichercy, 


CHILD ABUSE 
William Canton’s couplet, “of an 
created things the loveliest and most 
divine are children" is so beautiful but 
in today’s world ithhas very litle mean» 
ing. Is it fair to let haif the child popu 
lation work in mechanic shops, or as 
lift boys in highrise buildings or as 
cleaners in hotels? Many children did 
everyday for want of good living con- 











ditions. Children are brought trom vile 
lages to cities and are used as house: 
hold hands to do heavy work. Though 
there are laws banning children in 
‘match and cracker making units, they 
are not followed. We must stop this, 
create a beautiful world without cru- 
elty to children and give them the nec- 
essary education which will help to 
create an educated and cultured In- 

dia 
‘Sindhu Ramachandran, age 10, 
Chennai -24. 
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wanted 
another 

















be 
Leonardo...not the Ninja 
Turtle but Leonardo Da Vinci 
So during the summer hols., on a 
bright sunny morning, | scult! 
to learn painting with all the necessary 
paraphernalia brushes, canvas, oil iaints 
etc, and a mother's curses for letting 20 
rupees go up in smoke 
The lessons slarted off on a happy note, Vani 
the most revered teacher, taught me to apply the 
initial coating. Good so far. | blissfully painted 
Unmindful that | was supposed to be painling a 
seascape. A iitle laler my teacher said “Parden 



























but why are you painting the sea with Burnt Sienna?” | 
didn’t grasp the point and asked, first of all, who was this 
sienna let alone why she was burnt. She called me an op: 
probrious name and said, “dark brown.” “Ah! | see," | said 
“Now why didn't you tell me that what I was painting was 
supposed to be the sea” or words to that effect. She 
told me to stop babbling and wiped off the brown sea 
with turpentine and told me to ‘buzz off’ and do the 
rest the next day. Balancing the palatte with 
‘onie hand and the painting in the other, 
| tottered home. 

The next day, Vani taught 
me the nuances ot finer 
painting stuff. "You 
she said “You 
have to highlight areas 
where the sun reflects on 
the sea and shade the areas where the shadow of the 
rocks fall" and she showed me how to. Alter half an 
hour of hard, laborious work, Vani said, “Tell m 
estly, Nisha, do you know what shading or highlighting 
means?" | wish | hadn't answered that question in the 
negative, When | came back, my mother aske what did you learn 
today?" | wearily handed her a sheet of paper. My mother winced when she 
saw the crude sketch of the sun drowning in the sea and | knew why. Life was 
sad enough without me painting like th 

‘A month later, Vani wearily set up the easel and | brandished the brush 
‘onc’ more. | could now distinguish between colours with considerable 
ease without having to ask Vani whether it was prussian blue or Russian 
blue or Persian blue that | was using. One day while balancing the palate on 
‘one hand and painting with the other, Vani took one look at the rock | was 
painting and said aloud ‘Hoy’ before | could do any further damage to the 
rock. Unfortunately, the 'Hoy’ startled me and I dropped the palatte - the paint- 
filed side downwards. Well, | spent the next hour scrubbing the floor while 
Vani corrected the rock..or.whatever it was. ‘Corrected? No ‘Redid! is right. 
You see, the rock had formerly looked like a flat mass of. | don't know what 

One evening, as | was vigorously painting the sea, Vani said, "Nisha, you'd 
better sign your name before you continue your work. "Why," | asked. “I thought 
people always signed their names after they finished the painting.” “Because,” 
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And as the skies cry... 
Quarter past si 
The sirens of the cotton 








And the fragrance of wet sand 
orearth 
And that of fresh biscuits and 
breads... 
Is smelt, 

Sight of the harbour, and the 
birds returning home, 
When the fire of nature 
about to fade 

The city is lighted by lamps. 

pread waters reflect 











cems doubly 
lighted. 

With all things wet... 

Life takes a sound sleep. 


Amey Asuti, 


aged 14, Bangalore military 
school, Mumbai - 400 101. 





she said smugly, “One should ki 
which is the top.” Ha!Ha! A joke. | 
‘bent down to keep the palatte on the 
table and when | stood up, Vani 
laughed uncontrollably, | had let my 
silky, smooth jovely hair brush t 
ours on the palatte. | wasted hi 
shampoo battle to get rid of the ay 
green colour out of my hair, Punky, 
‘Well, | didn't think so. 

Finally, it was over. Vani heaved 










eal 
‘theBharathan Press. 





huge sigh of relie! and sent me home 
as fast as possible. My mother told 
me, “Do a landscape." | relayed this 
message to my teacher. She shud- 
dered and said, "Perhaps later.” The 
next day | heard Vani was advised rest 
for 15 days. Too bad, my schoo! reo- 
pens in 10 days. After all, | don’t 

blame her for playing it safe. 
Vandana Rajendra, age 14, 
Bangalore- 78, 
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LIC is the Life Insurance Corporation of India 
which has many innovative plans for your future. 
Ask your Mum & Dad about the Jeevan Sukanya, 

Jeevan Kishor,Jeevan Balya and 
Children’s Money Back Policy. LIC cares. 





(G2) 


Life Insurance Corporation of India 
Insure and be Secure 


